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OBJECTIVES: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary of how key events or ideas develop over 
the course of the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.2 
Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary that makes clear the relationships among 
the key details and ideas. 

STRATEGIES: 

 Writing 

 Write/Pair/Share 

 Collaboration 

 Discussion Questions 

 Small Groups 

 Large Group 

MATERIALS:  
 

Computer/laptop; internet (with access to YouTube); Smart Board; copies 
of Write/Pair/Share Activity; copies of Primary and Secondary Sources 
Guide; copies of “When Life Surrounds You with Death” article; copies of 
the Primary Source Document Analysis 

Engage: Hook the students  
 

Hand out the Write/Pair/Share Activity-Explain the W/P/S directions. Assign  
students a partner. The students will think of their answer, get with their 
partner, and share their answer. 
Ask for volunteers to share their answers with the class. 

Explore: Students make 
sense of a concept through 
observations. 
 
 
 

Hand out copies of the Primary and Secondary Sources Guide. Popcorn 
read the guide or call on volunteers to read aloud.  
Play “Vietnam Veteran and Medal of Honor Recipient Walks the Stones 
River Battlefield | James McCloughan”, American Battlefield Trust on 
YouTube https://youtu.be/8Q8K-e2MQro?si=zy0ahzNjPIBl2L7o  
Hand out “When Life Surrounds You with Death” article. Students read the 
article silently.  
Hand out the Primary Source Document Analysis. Allow students time to 
complete the assignment. 

Explain: Teacher introduces 
formal vocabulary and 
language to students. 

primary source        drafted     combat medic  trench line     
secondary source   ambush    medevac        PTSD 
Uncle Sam              flawed     shrapnel          Congressional Medal of Honor 

Elaborate: Students apply 
what they have learned. 

9-10 Students will determine the central ideas or information of a primary or 
secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key events or 
ideas develop over the course of the text. 
11-12 Students will determine the central ideas or information of a primary 
or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the 
relationships among the key details and ideas. 

Evaluate: assessment. Teachers will select which activities to use as formal/informal assessments. 

Enrichment/Service-
Learning Project 

As a class, collect  gently used or new stuffed animals to donate to a local 
fire department or police station to give to children in emergencies. Make 
sure to contact the fire department or police department first, to determine 
the need. 
Print project completion certificates here 

 
 

 

https://youtu.be/8Q8K-e2MQro?si=zy0ahzNjPIBl2L7o
https://share.hsforms.com/1ulImps2aShGsn3IWITQXXw4dni6
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Name___________________________________________ 

Write-Pair-Share 
You will have 5 minutes to analyze the following passage: “They also found in combat the 
closest brotherhood they ever knew. They found selflessness. They found they could love the 
other guy in their foxhole more than themselves. They found that in war, men who loved life 
would give their lives for them.” Stephen Ambrose, Band of Brothers 
At the end of 5 minutes, you will be paired with a partner, you will read your answer to your 
partner and they will read their response to you. Write on the back if necessary. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
---cut here------------------------------------------cut here---------------------------------------------cut here--- 

 
Name___________________________________________ 

Write-Pair-Share 
You will have 5 minutes to analyze the following passage: “They also found in combat the 
closest brotherhood they ever knew. They found selflessness. They found they could love the 
other guy in their foxhole more than themselves. They found that in war, men who loved life 
would give their lives for them.” Stephen Ambrose, Band of Brothers 
At the end of 5 minutes, you will be paired with a partner, you will read your answer to your 
partner and they will read their response to you. Write on the back if necessary. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Primary and Secondary Sources Guide 

Examples of primary and secondary sources by discipline 

Discipline Primary Source Secondary Source 

Art Man Ray's photograph of a flat-iron titled 
"Le Cadeau" 

An article interpreting the meaning of Man 
Ray's photograph 

History Slave narratives A book analyzing the prominent themes 
found in slave narratives  

Political 
Science 

U. S. census data An article which uses census data to support 
its argument 

Psychology The results of an experiment on reducing 
the alcohol-associated risks for young 
adults published in a scholarly journal 

A review of the literature on college student 
drinking intervention 

  
Primary or Secondary 
You can't always determine if something is primary or secondary just because of the source it is found in. 
Articles in newspapers and magazines are usually considered secondary sources. However, if a story in a 
newspaper about the Iraq war is an eyewitness account, that would be a primary source.   
Scholarly journals include research articles with primary materials, but they also have review articles that are 
not, or in some disciplines include articles where scholars are looking at primary source materials and coming 
to new conclusions. 
In the natural and social sciences, the results of an experiment or study are typically found in scholarly articles 
or papers delivered at conferences, so those articles and papers that present the original results are 
considered primary sources. 
 
https://library.louisville.edu/ekstrom/primary-
sources/definition#:~:text=A%20secondary%20source%20is%20something,evaluate%20someone%20else's%
20original%20research  
 

Primary Source 
A primary source is an original object or document - 
the raw material or first-hand information, source 
material  that is closest to what is being studied.  
Primary sources vary by discipline and can include: 

• historical and legal documents, 
• eyewitness accounts, 
• results of an experiment*, 
• statistical data, 
• creative writing, 
• art objects. 

 

Secondary Source 
A secondary source is something written about a 
primary source. Secondary sources include: 

• comments on, interpretations of, or 
discussions about the original material 

• articles in newspapers and magazines* 
• reviews of books and movies 
• articles in scholarly journals that evaluate 

someone else's original research 
Think of secondary sources as second-hand 
information. If I tell you something, I am the primary 
source. If you tell someone else what I told you, you 
are the secondary source.  

https://library.louisville.edu/ekstrom/primary-sources/definition#:~:text=A%20secondary%20source%20is%20something,evaluate%20someone%20else's%20original%20research
https://library.louisville.edu/ekstrom/primary-sources/definition#:~:text=A%20secondary%20source%20is%20something,evaluate%20someone%20else's%20original%20research
https://library.louisville.edu/ekstrom/primary-sources/definition#:~:text=A%20secondary%20source%20is%20something,evaluate%20someone%20else's%20original%20research
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“When Life Surrounds You With Death” 
Recounting his harrowing experience as a combat medic in Vietnam, Medal of Honor recipient James 
McCloughan finds common ground with the “Angel of Stones River” and all those who have been tasked with 
ministering to the wounded under fire. 
Hallowed Ground Magazine, Spring 2024  •  March 20, 2024  •  Updated March 22, 2024 
 
I graduated from college on June 4, 1968, and had just signed a contract to teach and coach at South Haven 
High School in Michigan, where my dad had graduated from in 1941. And in the middle of June, got a letter 
from an uncle of mine, Uncle Sam, who wanted to see if I was physically fit. I really didn’t think it was anything 
more than that. But in July, I took that physical and I said to the lady, “Well, what’s next?” She says, “You don’t 
know? You’re getting drafted.”  
 
Out of my about 250-man basic training, I was the only one to go to Fort Sam Houston to study to be a medic. I 
think someone looked at the college classes that I’d taken studying to be a coach — kinesiology, physiology, 
anatomy, first aid, advanced first aid, strapping and taping — and they thought they gave me a step up. 
 
The first day I was in Vietnam we hit an ambush; I had two wounded in action, two killed. And I killed my first 
enemy soldier.  
The Vietnam War was the first time that medics actually carried a rifle, even if I gave it up most of the time 
because I needed both hands. But that day I used it, and I was frozen in place when I shot this human being 
and watched him flip in the air and die. My sergeant saw how that had stunned me, and he slapped me and 
said: “Doc, that’s the way it’s going to be. Do you understand? It’s either going to be you or him.”  
 
In Vietnam, when I heard “Medic!”, that was my cue. Maybe they were dead by the time I got there, maybe 
they were wounded badly; maybe I can’t move them. What do I do? To make those kinds of judgments in a 
split second, when life and death is inevitable, is not easy. But I knew my job: I was a combat medic, and when 
I was called, that meant someone needed me.  
 
On May 12, 1969, battalion headquarters decided to send Charlie Company into the Tam Kỳ area near the foot 
of Nui Yon Hill. It was a flawed mission where 89 men went up against 2,700 enemy soldiers. Upon approach, 
two helicopters were shot down. Because it was a hot LZ (landing zone), we were forced to jump from the 
helicopters with our packs, weapons and ammunition. Quite a few were injured in that process; one I rescued 
in a fireman carry, swerving so I’d be a moving target. I could hear and see the bullets skipping off the ground 
next to us, but we didn’t get hit at all.  
 
At four o’clock, my platoon set out. We were going down a trench line, left by the French in the French 
Vietnamese War, when all hell broke loose. I looked up over the berm towards Nui Yon Hill, and there were so 
many of the enemy they looked like lava coming down the hill. 
 
I heard somebody yell, “Medic!” and I handed off my weapon, told them to cover me and started off. There was 
an explosion behind me, a rocket propelled grenade. The shrapnel stung as it pelted my body from top to 
bottom, but I concentrated on what I had to do.  
 
I went out four or five more times that night. When the enemy backed off, we were able to get a medevac in to 
get out all the wounded and dead within our perimeter. Lt. Carrier said, “Get on, Doc,” and that’s when I 
remember I had gotten hit. I had my own blood all over me, but I remembered what I’d seen on that hill and 
said, “I’m not going. You’re going to need me.” I thought, by refusing to get on that helicopter that I’d just spent 
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my last day on Earth. But I’d rather be dead in a rice paddy than alive in a hospital to find out that the next day 
my men got killed because Jim McCloughan wasn’t there to do his job. 
 
That night, I got an AK-47 round in my forearm and closed it up with only two stitches to save supplies. Two of 
my worst wounded happened - one in the shoulder and a stomach wound where the organs were starting to 
come out. I got pressure bandages on that, and was using my water to wet them down, otherwise the organs 
would dry up and he’d die anyway. I dragged him very gently and slowly into a trench line thinking to myself 
“How am I going to carry this guy out of here?” If I throw him over my shoulder, everything I did was going to 
come undone. So, I decided I’d cradle him like a baby up against my chest and hold his organs in place with 
my own body.  
 
Ultimately, I got everybody loaded and I started back towards where my weapon was, but the next thing I 
remember was waking up in an aid station with two IVs in me. I’d had nothing to eat or drink for those two 
days, so I was dehydrated and probably 15 pounds lighter. I got disconnected and found my backpack. They 
told me I had to stay put, but I said, “The hell I’m not!” and rejoined my team out in the field. I’d been wounded 
three times by the time I got an invitation to join 91st Evacuation Hospital as a liaison some months later. It 
was one of the hardest things that I ever had to do to leave my guys.  
 
Of the 32 who marched away from Nui Yon Hill, I’ve reconnected 23 of us. When I find them, I’ll say, “This is J. 
McCloughan” but that doesn’t always mean much. When I tell them, “This is Doc,” they know in an instant. At 
the ceremony where I received the Medal, there were 10 men there who were in my unit, five of whom I had 
saved in the battle - plus the son of another who had passed away. 
 
In that battle alone, I saved 10 Americans, and one Vietnamese interpreter from being either killed or captured. 
But it’s more than one life that gets impacted. I got a letter in June 2019 that said, “You don’t know me, and I 
don’t know you, but you saved my grandpa in 1969. My mom was born in 1970, and I was born in 1991. Last 
week my wife and I had a baby boy, and this Sunday, I get to celebrate Father’s Day because of you.” I read 
that to my wife, Cherie, with tears in my eyes and she said, “Jim, you didn’t save 11 people, you saved 11 
family trees.” That’s what all of those who have fought for and will fight for our freedom do, they save family 
trees so that generation after generation will have the luxury of being born as an American. 
 
Chaplain John Whitehead didn’t have a helicopter to come in with when he and the 15th Indiana were at the 
Battle of Stones River in December 1862. He had less medical training than I did, and in the Civil War battle 
with the highest casualty percentage, he just hoped he could get the wounded somewhere safe. He went 
forward to the front and helped the wounded and the helpless — without any gun — setting his emotions aside 
to perform this act of being an “angel.” The wounded, they scream for help, and I know how he felt when he 
responded. He was clear back in the 1860s and here I was in 1969, but I know what John Whitehead was 
facing because I was there. I did the same thing that he did, only a hundred years later. 
 
There were occasions where I knew I wasn’t going to save that person, boys I held in my arms to hear their 
last words and see the last breath of life come out of their body. I know that the freedoms that we have day-in 
and day-out have been paid for in full. John Whitehead knew that, and Jim McCloughan knows that.  
 
It’s still hard to think back on, so I put it in the back of my mind for so many years. When he came home after 
his battlefield experiences, I’m sure John had the same difficulties that I have. There were times when you 
would cry. There were times when you would feel as if maybe I could have done more. It stays with you for the 
rest of your life. I’m sure that John Whitehead, though, being a man of the cloth, felt the Holy Spirit say, “John, 
you did well. You did what you could do, and you’re okay.”  
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The brotherhood between veterans is why the Grand Army of the Republic was formed after the Civil War, but 
that connection exists among all veterans of all wars, from then forward to my grandpa’s World War I and my 
dad’s World War II, to my uncle Wayne in the Korean War and my uncle Jack in the Coast Guard and beyond.  
I’m sure there was PTSD amongst all those eras, too, they just didn’t call it that at the time. Brotherhood can 
save you. I only went for counseling after I quit teaching and coaching, when I was less busy and things started 
flooding back. My counselor was a Marine paraplegic in a wheelchair, who knew the right questions to ask, to 
bring out what was still hidden deep inside me. 
 
When I learned about John Whitehead, I could see things that he and I did that were parallel. If I could go back 
in time and meet John Whitehead, I would thank him for being him, for laying his life on the line for the 
freedoms that we enjoy here today. It took his fortitude, it took his compassion, it took his kindness, his love for 
his country and what he wanted this country to be. 
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Name_______________________________________ 

Primary Source Document Analysis 
 
1. When was this document 
written? 
 

 

2. What publication did the 
article appear in? 

 
 
 
 

2. Who is the author of the 
document? 
 
 

 

3. What is the author trying 
to say? (Central Idea) 
 
 
 
 

 

4. What is the purpose of the 
document? 
 
 
 

 

5. Who is the intended 
audience? 
 
 
 

 

6. What are three main 
points that the author is 
trying to convey? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7. Why do you think this 
article was written? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

8. What evidence from the 
document helps you know 
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why it was written? Cite 
evidence from the document. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. What are two 
comparisons the author 
makes between his 
experience in Vietnam and 
the experience of Chaplain 
John M. Whitehead during 
the Civil War. 

 

10. Give a definition for a 
primary source. What makes 
this document a primary 
source and not a secondary 
source? 
 
 
 

 

 
 


