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OBJECTIVES: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.1Ask 
and answer questions to demonstrate understanding 
of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis 
for the answers. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.2 
Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key 
details and explain how they support the main idea. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.3 Describe the 
relationship between a series of historical events…to 
time, sequence, and cause/effect. 

STRATEGIES: 

 Drawing/Coloring 

 Writing 

 Think/Pair/Share 

 Collaboration 

 Discussion Questions 

 Small Groups 

 Large Group-Brainstorm 

MATERIALS:  
 

Computer/laptop; internet (with access to YouTube); Smart Board; ; Copies 
of The Man in the Red Bandana Story Analysis; Copies of Patriot Day Thank 
You cards; Copies of My Patriot Day Flip Book; Copies of the Patriot Day 
Word Search Puzzle 

Engage: Hook the students  
 

Explain to students, on September 11, 2001, four airplanes were hijacked, or 
taken over, by 19 terrorists and flown into important buildings in the United 
States. Two planes were flown into the Twin Towers in New York City. One 
plane was flown into the Pentagon in Washington DC, and the fourth plane 
crashed in Shanksville, PA. As people rushed out of the Twin Towers, many 
people rushed in to help, including firefighters and police officers, who saved 
thousands of lives. Almost 3,000 people were killed by the terrorist on 9/11, 
2,750 died in the Twin Towers, 186 people died in the Pentagon, 40 people 
died in PA. Included in those numbers are 441 first responders who died 
trying to help other people to safety. 
Play the Read Aloud Book, The Man in the Red Bandana, Author-Honor 
Crowther Fagan; Illustrator-John Crowther  https://youtu.be/1Gi-vFgeHr8 
Think/Pair/Share Activity-Pair the students with a partner. Explain the T/P/S 
directions. The students will think of their answer, get with their partner, and 
share their answer.  
T/P/S Question: What makes a person a hero?  
Brainstorm: Ways to show gratitude to heroes in your local communities. 

Explore: Students make 
sense of a concept through 
observations. 
 
 

Students will complete The Man in the Red Bandana Story Analysis 
Worksheet.  
Students will color the red bandana on the back of the Patriot Day Thank 
You card and write a Thank You note inside of the card to a First Responder 
in their local community. 
Students will complete the My Patriot Day Flip Book. 
Students will complete the Patriot Day Word Search Puzzle. 

Explain: Teacher introduces 
formal vocabulary and 
language to students. 

hijacked           Pentagon                gratitude 
terrorists          First Responders                                    
Twin Towers    heroes 

Elaborate: Students apply 
what they have learned. 

Students will learn about Patriot Day and the heroes who helped others on 
September 11, 2001, by completing the Man in the Red Bandana Story 
Analysis, completing the Patriot Day flip book and writing thank you letters to 
those who serve their communities. 

Evaluate: assessment. Teachers should choose which activities to use as formal/informal 
assessments. 

Enrichment/Service-
Learning Project 

Student will write Thank You cards to First Responders in their local 
community. Students will brainstorm other ways to show their gratitude to 
those who serve in their community. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/3/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/3/3/
https://youtu.be/1Gi-vFgeHr8


Wreaths Across America  

Lesson Plan  
Teacher: Date: 

Grade: 3rd Grade Lesson: Patriot Day, September 11 
 

                                                        

Remember-Honor-Teach 

The Man in the Red Bandana  
Story Analysis Worksheet   

 
 

 

 

How would you describe Welles 
Crowther? 
 
______________________ 

 
______________________ 

 
______________________ 
 
______________________ 
 
______________________ 
 

List 3 Character Traits Welles 
Crowther possessed: 
 
1.___________________ 
 
2.___________________ 
 
3.___________________ 
 
 

Why was the red bandana so important to Welles?  
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
How did Welles change the way he used the bandana? 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 

How do readers first discover Welles likes to volunteer to help people 
who need help?  
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
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What happened on September 11? How did it influence the decision 
Welles made? 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 

How did Welles’ mother find out what happened to her son? 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------ 

What makes someone a hero? 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
In your opinion, is Welles a hero? Why or Why not? 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
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How does the setting influence the events of the book? 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 

What is the main event of the story? 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
How does this event impact all of the people in the story? 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________________ 

 
 

                                  

On Patriot Day, and Every 
Day, Thank You for Your 

Service to Our Community. 

 

On Patriot Day, and Every 
Day, Thank You for Your 

Service to Our Community. 

In Memory of Welles Crowther, The Man in the Red Bandana, 

and others who died on September 11, 2001. 

In Memory of Welles Crowther, The Man in the Red Bandana, 

and others who died on September 11, 2001. 
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Patriot Day is observed on September 11. 

We remember those who died in the 

attacks on the United States by terrorists.  

We also honor those First Responders  

and other heroes who worked so hard  

to save them & protect America. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Draw a picture in the box above that will help people remember September 11, 2001. 
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Many Police Officers ran into burning 

buildings on September 11, to help people get 

out of the Twin Towers. Police officers protect 

and serve our communities! Police Officers 

are heroes. 

 

 

 

List two ways Police 
Officers serve their 
communities: 
1.____________________ 
 
______________________ 
 
______________________ 
 
2.____________________ 
 
______________________ 
 
______________________ 

Design a badge for Law 

Enforcement Officers using the 

shield above. What words will you 

put on the badge that represents their 

work, what symbols? Color the 

Badge. 
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Heroes come into our lives when we need 

them most. Many firefighters lost their 

lives trying to save others on 9/11. 

Fighting fires and saving lives is 

dangerous work. Firefighters are Heroes! 

 

 

List two ways Firefighters serve 
their community: 

 
1._______________________ 
 
_________________________ 

 
_________________________ 
 

2._______________________ 
 

_________________________ 
 
_________________________ 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Draw a line from the word 

to the correct picture. 
 

 

FIREMAN’S HELMET 

 

FLAMMABLE 

 

FIREFIGHTER 

 

FIRE HYDRANT 

 

FIRE EXTINGUISHER 
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Medical employees worked around the clock 

and saved many lives on September 11, and 

during Covid. Medical Workers are heroes. 

List two ways Health 
Care Workers serve 
their communities: 

 
1.________________ 
 
__________________ 
 
__________________ 
 
__________________ 
 
2.________________ 
 
__________________ 
 
__________________ 
 
__________________ 

Create an award ribbon to honor 
our Health Care Workers below! 
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After 9/11, many of our Armed Forces were 

deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan to protect 

the United States from more terrorist attacks. 

Our Armed Forces protect our freedoms and 

defend our country!  

 

List two ways our Armed Forces serve our country: 
 

1._____________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 

 
2._____________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
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Name______________________ 

Patriot Day Word Search Puzzle 

 
 

 
 

Firefighter Heroes Police Officer Medical Workers 

September Armed Forces Patriot Day Freedom 

Airplane Pentagon Towers  

M Q P A T R I O T D A Y Q 

E A O Z P S X E D C R R O 

D F L V E G B Y H N M U F 

I J I M N K H E R O E S R 

C O C L T O W E R S D X E 

A R E F A E M I A G F B E 

L Y O H G J M I K L O P D 

W O F S O L M E M B R J O 

O Q F Z N S X E D C C R M 

R F I R E F I G H T E R D 

K F C T G B U J M I S K Y 

E S E P T E M B E R W P Z 

R B R G B A I R P L A N E 
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Answer Key               Patriot Day Word Search Puzzle 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

M Q P A T R I O T D A Y Q 

E A O Z P S X E D C R R O 

D F L V E G B Y H N M U F 

I J I M N K H E R O E S R 

C O C L T O W E R S D X E 

A R E F A E M I A G F B E 

L Y O H G J M I K L O P D 

W O F S O L M E M B R J O 

O Q F Z N S X E D C C R M 

R F I R E F I G H T E R D 

K F C T G B U J M I S K Y 

E S E P T E M B E R W P Z 

R B R G B A I R P L A N E 

Firefighter Heroes Police Officer Medical Worker 

September Armed Forces Patriot Day Freedom 

Airplane Pentagon Towers  


