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Local Media = A Powerful Volunteer Resource

Connect with Local Media
Build relationships with local media to:

● Share your unique local WAA story
● Promote sponsorships and volunteer sign-ups
● Raise awareness leading up to WAA Day
● Highlight local veterans and community supporters

Make It Easy
Use customizable press release templates available on the 
Volunteer Resource Page to share directly with local newspapers, 
radio, TV, and community outlets.

The Ultimate Goal
Build relationships before you need them — then keep local media 

outlets engaged and informed throughout the year.



What is a WAA Location?

The Location Site
A cemetery, monument, memorial, or other approved site where 
veterans are laid to rest or honored and wreaths are placed.

Location Coordinator
Led by a volunteer who signs up to manage the local Wreaths 
Across America Day ceremony, wreath placement, and cleanup 
logistics.

Who Can Coordinate?
Anyone! While sometimes cemeteries handle it directly, it is 
typically a passionate volunteer. *Approval from the cemetery is 
required.



What is a Sponsorship Group?

Who They Are
An organization, individual, or group of like-minded people that 
register to support the mission.

The Core Mission
Sponsorship Groups are the driving force in raising sponsorships to 
place wreaths at participating locations.

Location Support
Groups can support one location or multiple locations, and 
multiple groups can support a single location. The more groups 
supporting a location, the more veterans we can honor.



📍 Locations: Ceremony Coordination
Locations make the mission happen at the cemetery — 
coordinating with cemetery officials, managing volunteers, 
conducting ceremonies, and handling wreath placements.

🤝 Groups: Community Mobilization
Sponsorship Groups make the mission possible by building local 
awareness, engaging the community, and generating vital wreath 
sponsorships.

✨ Why Both Are Essential
A successful event requires both. The Location Coordinators 
handle on-site logistics and planning of the wreath-laying 
ceremony at the cemetery, while Sponsorship Groups mobilize the 
community to raise wreath sponsorships to place on veterans’ 
graves. Together, they ensure every veteran is honored.

Why We Need Both Locations & Groups



Understanding the Difference in Wreath Counts

📍 Location Wreath Count
Represents the total wreaths sponsored to be placed at that 
participating location. Note that shipping is based on the 

Veterans Grave count for the location.

👥 Group Wreath Count
Represents the sponsorships generated exclusively through that 
individual Sponsorship Group's ID.

🤝 Why Totals Differ
Since multiple groups can raise wreath sponsorships for the same 
location and groups can support more than one location, a 
group's total and a location's total will often not match.
The location total brings together all wreath sponsorships 
designated for that location—from every supporting group and 
individual sponsor.



01. Wreath-O-Meter
Live count of sponsorships as 
they come in. Based on your 
group or location goal and can 
be updated year-round as 
support comes in.

02. Wreath Count 
Report
Not live, but syncs at the end 
of every day. Easy to download 
for reporting.How to View:

1. Select your Group or Location 
and the Year
2. See your total count instantly
3. Click Details  for order info

03. Research Orders
Live count of sponsorships. 
Easy to filter & search.

Why Use This:
✓ Fast search & filters
✓ Clear, order-level tracking
✓ Live, real-time status updates

How Many Wreaths Do You Have?
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Florida

Region 1 Liaison Team
Emily Carney & Terra Delong
207-578-6277
region1@wreathsacrossamerica.org

Region 2 Liaison Team
Janelle Eveld & Miesa Bland
207-578-6283
region2@wreathsacrossamerica.org

Region 3 Liaison Team
Ana Diaz & Macie Parker
207-578-6287
region3@wreathsacrossamerica.org 

Region 4 Liaison Team
Rikki Long & Ashley Gatewood
207-578-6284
region4@wreathsacrossamerica.org 

Region 5 Liaison Team
Annie Brooks & Claire Gadomski
207-578-6289
region5@wreathsacrossamerica.org 
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** Region 5 
Includes DC

** Region 2 
includes Puerto 

Rico, Virgin 
Islands,  & Cuba

Regional Map

** Region 4 
Includes Guam
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Meet the WAA Locations & Groups Team!

Rikki Long
Region 4 Liaison

Annie Brooks
Region 5 Liaison

Ashley Gatewood
Region 4 Liaison

Claire Gadomski
Region 5 Liaison

Emily Carney
Region 1 Liaison

Miesa Bland
Region 2 Liaison

Terra Delong
Region 1 Liaison

Janelle Eveld
Region 2 Liaison

Molly Nunley
Regional Liaison 
Assistant

Ana Diaz
Region 3 Liaison

Richelle Bergeson
Finance Liaison

Macie Parker
Region 3 Liaison

Meagan Erickson
Assistant Director of 
Locations & Groups

Julie Bright
Director of Locations & 
Groups



THANK YOU!

LOCATIONS & GROUPS TEAM


